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Celebrate Halloween the Natural Way

Halloween Haunts 
October 15, 16 & 17
Looking for a Halloween event that is more about 
family fun than ghouls and candy? Wehr’s 26th 
edition of Halloween Haunts has something for 
folks of all ages. Enjoy a magic show, a Halloween 
carnival and a walk along a Jack-O-Lantern lit 
trail into the Enchanted Forest. Meet kooky 
characters that teach all about nature’s 
misunderstood critters. 
The walk is just spooky enough to keep kids 
enthralled, but is not scary, and our humor and 
special effects make the grown-ups smile. Don’t 
miss this evening of entertainment and education!
Advanced Tickets On Sale Now!  
$10 per person  $7 for Milwaukee Co. Residents & 
Friends Of Wehr members   
                    Tickets are for a specific hike time, 
                         starting between 6:30 to 8:30 pm  
                            This event is sure to be a sell-out,  
                                            so call soon!

Celebrate the Flavors of Fall
Saturday, November 14   
5-7:30 pm 

Savor the flavors of fall made 
from local Wisconsin products. A 
warm fire welcomes guests to a 
Wisconsin cheese tasting before 

the main tasting event begins. Our partners, the Beer Barons of 
Milwaukee, will be sharing a unique seasonal beer brewed special 
for the event. Enjoy an evening with friends and do a little early 
holiday shopping at the Fall-themed silent auction while helping the 
Friends of Wehr to raise money for Wehr’s Accessibility Project.  
Fee: $20 per person, includes one beverage of your choice; 
extras available for purchase
Reservations are appreciated. Call (414) 425-8550 for reservation. 

Saturday, December 5, 
6-8 pm
What do you get when you 
combine paint, canvas, wine and 
laughter? A work of art, all your 
own! No experience required, 
only imagination and fun! We 
supply all the materials, plenty 
of wine and refreshments. Come 
with an open mind and leave 
with your own piece of art!

Paint and Pour Workshop

See the Nature Discovery for Adults 
Page for Program Details

See the Nature Discovery for Families Page for Program Details

Wehr Family Day at Culver’s in Hales Corners
Wehr will recieve a portion of the money you spend on your food on

Tuesday, October 20, 2015
Print out the last page of this newsletter, 
cut out the coupon, get hungry family and friends together 
and head over to Culver’s at 6101 S 108th St Hales Corners, WI 53130

*

http://www.friendsofwehr.org/?s=flavors+of+fall
http://www.friendsofwehr.org/diy-workshops/


Center News

A Glance Backward and a Look Forward
It’s hard to believe 2015 is nearing its end. It’s been a busy, rewarding year for Wehr and Friends of Wehr. We’ve 
accomplished a lot and seen some changes. The exterior of the building is looking years younger with a fresh coat of paint. 
The amphitheater once again looks inviting thanks to the Friends of Wehr and our many wonderful donors. We welcomed 
back Howard Aprill and wished happy retirement to Pat Fojut.

In summer of 2015, we partnered with Milwaukee Public Schools and 
conducted a special program for 5th graders. These students had very little 
experience in nature but with the help of our new Digital Observation Technology 
Skills Kits, a whole new world was opened up for them. Then at their final visit, 
they learned about invasive species and put their knowledge to practical use pull-
ing buckthorn from our woodlands.

Our natural areas restoration projects have never looked better. The open oak 
woodland sported incredible spring ephemerals and the old oak trees look 
healthier than they have in years. Not to be outdone, the prairie areas by the 
building were breathtaking in summer flower finery. Wehr is truly lucky to have 
such special natural areas to share with all our visitors.

New computers came to the Center in June, just in time for the piloting of our 
new computerized volunteer management system, Volgistics.  After lots of training and hard work by staff and volunteers, 
the system went live in September. Next was a new on-line version of our school field trip offerings. Even if you don’t need to 
book a field trip, take a look at it on the FOW website, www.friendsofwehr.org. It looks great and highlights the many 
programs available to interest students of all ages.

Thank you for a great year and all your generous support. We couldn’t do this without you!  We can all look forward with 
anticipation to a year rich with excitement and growth in 2016. See you at Wehr.     -- Deb McRae

A Solutions to the Christmas Shopping Dilemma
It’s that time of year – Christmas Shopping Season. I really get into it, but I have the same 
problem you all do. I want to give meaningful gifts that are special for the people I am 
giving to. My yearly dilemma is to find a gift for those who don’t need any “thing” or have 
everything they want or need. These folks don’t need another tie or crockpot!  This goes for 
children too. (My grandchildren have more toys than they know what to do with!)

The Friends of Wehr have lots of options for gifts to give to those with everything and that won’t clutter up the house. Gift 
memberships provide year-long opportunities to exercise, learn new things, and just get out into nature. Donating a plank to 
the board walk, engraved paver for the Walkways of Wehr, a bench in the amphitheater, or even a small window (there are a 
few left) make lasting contributions to Wehr and a wonderful tribute to special people in your life.

Gift certificates for programs like Little Wonders and NatureNauts create wonderful memories and build social skills. Summer 
camp gift certificates are always a hit with the 5-13 year old crowd. A gift certificate to the Nature Store will let people find 
the right size, choose the right book, or a toy that sparks interest in nature discovery.

Watching my granddaughters have fun looking for their names in the renovated amphitheater gave me a new idea. This 
holiday season I’m starting a new tradition of letting our older nieces and nephews donate a paver in someone else’s honor. 
It will be fun to see what they want to do with their pavers. Then they will not only get to find their own pavers when they visit 
the Center but they’ll take pride in having given one for someone else as well. You might want to try this out with your relatives 
who really don’t need anything – especially another crock pot.

For all those gifts you really do have to buy...shop at AmazonSmile and they will 
give back to Wehr Nature Center!  Just switch your regular Amazon account 
to AmazonSmile-all the same shopping, shipping, etc.-even Prime. Pick 
Friends of Wehr as your charity.  Amazon gives .05%  of your purchases to WNC! 
And that will make us ALL smile!! Click here to start helping today!

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1416519


FRIENDS OF WEHR
NATURE STORE

All proceeds go to Friends of Wehr to support the educational programs at Wehr Nature Center.       

Snowflake Sale
November 28 to December 30

Pick a snowflake to see if you get 
10%, 15%, or 20% off on store items
Lots of nature themed gifts for the 
kids on your list! Choose from stocking 
stuffer bugs and cuddly toys to animal 
and science books; puzzles and kits 
for all ages. Don’t forget a sweatshirt 
or guidebook for the grownups!

Open 8:30 am-4 pm

Friends Of Wehr

Thank You!
Your contributions to the Friends of Wehr are appreciated and always used with careful consideration.

WEHR WORDS - Editor: Bev Bryant    
Contributors:  Deb McRae, Mary Guab, 
Karen Kerans,  Emily Brown

Thank you to Jackie Crivello’s 
Wild Birds Unlimited for their continuing 
support in keeping our feeders full and our 
birds happy. Please support their  business 
located at 4454 S. 108th St. Greenfield. 

DONATIONS
U.S. Bank Foundation
Norman Gunder
Anonymous
Kathleen Reese
Lara Steinbach
Alice Ambrowiak
Kathleen Bosetti-Reese
Gary Smieja
MEMORIALS/DONATIONS
In Memory of Betty Bell
Hawthorn Garden Club
In Memory of Edmund Blaske
Norbert Klackowski
Frances Petri
Beatrice Dimmer
Dianne Bucek
Theodore and Susan Nowak
Albert and Beth Lindner
Nina and Mark Birschbach
Jon and Janet Clapper
BOARDWALK
Brandon Robakowski
Katie Pluer
In Memory of Anne Cline
Joyce Cline
In Memory of Robert Haczynski
Florence Haczynski

In Memory of Pat Adas
Mary Maclaren
Rich Sterle and Mike Goodman
In Memory of Judy Milewski
Karen Dymond
ACCESSIBILITY PROJECT PAVER
Jean Claassen
Sandy Mau
Susan Michalek
MoneyWise Planning Group LLC
Carol J. Block
Rachel Finger
In Memory of Edward Cimperman
Pat Casillo
Ruth Cimperman
In Memory of Kathy Loch
Jill Loch
In Memory of Pat Adas
Carol J. Block
Ken & Sally Warczynski
In Memory of Robert Haczynski
Florence Haczynski
In Memory of Lue Muldoon
Anonymous
IN-KIND DONATION
Bibiana Fisher

Friends of Wehr Nature Center 
2016 Photography Contest
The Friends of Wehr Nature Center 

is sponsoring a photography contest in 2016!  
The contest will be open to any amateur photographer. 
Photographs must be taken at Wehr Nature Center 
or on Friends of Wehr sponsored trips.
The entry deadline will be end of October, 2016 
with announcement of winners to take place at 
a reception in November.  
Look for the application form and contest details in 
our next edition of Wehr Words.

http://www.friendsofwehr.org/nature-center/nature-store/
http://www.friendsofwehr.org/fow-naturestore.html
http://www.friendsofwehr.org/fow-naturestore.html
http://www.friendsofwehr.org/


Nature Volunteer News

Upcoming Opportunities for Current Volunteers
Earth Care Crew: Thursdays, October 1, 8, 22 and 29

Dotty’s Crafters: Wednesdays, October 7, November 4, December 2; 1-3pm 

Halloween Haunts: See box below

Homemade Holidays - December 5, shifts between 10 am to 4 pm
Volunteers are needed to help children make crafts and decorate cookies. 

Bakers Wanted! 
We need donations of homemade sugar cookies for children to decorate. 
Bake as many as you like and deliver by Friday, December 4.
Please call Wehr to sign-up as a volunteer or a baker. 

             Halloween Haunts 
                     Needs Your Help!
It takes hundreds of volunteers to make 
Halloween Haunts happen. Please contact 
Bev Bryant at beverly.bryant@milwaukeecountywi.gov 
if you or your group can help out. 
Decorating - 
Sunday, October 11, 4-6 pm
We need people to climb ladders to hang crepe paper, 
blow up balloons, and decorate the walls with 
creepy cut-outs. 
Dress Rehearsal - Monday, October 12, 
6 pm for Characters; 6:30pm for Guides
Volunteers portraying characters or working as an 
Enchanted Forest guides must attend this rehearsal.
Pumpkin Carving -
Wednesday, October 14, 9 am to 3 pm
Join the happy crew that creates the spectacular 
Jack-o-lanterns that line the Enchanted Forest Trail. 
No experience necessary and we provide ideas for faces.
 Event Help - Evenings of Thursday, Friday and 
                      Saturday, October 15, 16 & 17; 
                         shift times vary
                           Serve popcorn, help with games 
                                              and crafts, lead walks, 
                                                 or haul and light 
                                                     Jack-o-lanterns.

Volunteers Make a 
World of Difference

Wehr’s Annual Volunteer Celebration
Sunday, November 1, 12-3 PM

New Date, New Time, Same Great Volunteers
 
Each year we gather to celebrate and thank all 
the remarkable volunteers that make Wehr Nature 
Center the special place it is. Join us for a potluck 
brunch and stay to help recognize the tremendous 
accomplishments that you all have made over the 
past year.  Wehr Naturalist, Major Howard Aprill, 
will present a program on his journey as 
“An American Naturalist in Afghanistan”.  
Space is limited so please RSVP by October 28, 
and let us know what dish you’re bringing.

Ongoing 
Opportunities: 

Phenology, Wheel n Chip, 
Critter Care, Teach School Groups

To become a volunteer 
and start helping, 

visit friendsofwehr.org and go to the 
volunteer page to fill 
out an online application 
or contact Mary Gaub at 
mary.gaub@ces.uwex.edu.:

Click to email!

http://county.milwaukee.gov/VolunteerOpportuniti10345.htm
mailto:mary.gaub%40ces.uwex.edu?subject=volunteering
mailto:mary.guab%40ces.uwex.edu?subject=Volunteering


	 Sunday	 Monday	 Tuesday	 Wednesday	 Thursday	 Friday	 Saturday

N
Wehr Opens at Noon

Halloween 
Haunts
6:30-8:30 pm

OCTOBER
1                    2                     3 

4                     5                    6                     7                    8                    9                   10 

18                   19                  20                  21                   22                   23                  24 

For more information call 414-425-8550
All programs & events subject to change.
Parking fees may apply.

 11                  12                   13                  14                  15                   16                   17  

Hike for Health 
10:30 am

Dotty’s Crafters
1-3 pm

Hike for Health 
10:30 am

Halloween Haunts 
Pumpkin Carving
9 am-3pm

Hike for Health 
10:30 am
Wisconsin Metro 
Audubon Society
“Much Maligned 
  Predators”
Billie Harrison, 
Herpetology Supervisor  
Milwaukee County Zoo
7 pm

Hike for Health 
10:30 am

Earth Care Crew
9-11 am

Little Wonders
2 yr olds
9:30-10:30 am
3 yr olds 
11 am-noon

Earth Care Crew
9-11 am

Earth Care Crew
9-11 am

Camera Club
9-11 am

Earth Care Crew
9-11 am

25                   26                  27                  28                  29                   30                   31                

Cider Sunday
11:30 am-4:30 pm 

Wehr Astronomical 
Society
“The Historic
 Pluto Fly-by”
Rich Talcott, Sr. 
Editor -
Astronomy Magazine
7 pm

Wehr Camera Club
9-11 am
Wild Ones
1:30-3:30 pm

Halloween Haunts
Decorating 
4-6 pm

Halloween Haunts 
Rehearsal
6-8 pm

Wehr Opens at Noon

Halloween 
Haunts
6:30-8:30 pm

NatureNauts
1-2 pm

Wehr Opens at Noon

Halloween 
Haunts
6:30-8:30 pm

Night Sky Observing 
with WAS
7-10 pm

NatureNauts
9:30-10:30 am



	 Sunday	 Monday	 Tuesday	 Wednesday	 Thursday	 Friday	 Saturday

NOVEMBER
 1                     2                    3                     4                    5                    6                     7    

               8                    9                   10                  11                  12                   13                   14 

15                  16                   17                  18                   19                  20                   21      

22                  23                  24                   25                  26                  27                   28   

For more information call 414-425-8550
All programs & events subject to change.
Parking fees may apply.

Hike for Health 
10:30 am

Dotty’s Crafters
1-3 pm

NatureNauts
1-2 pm

NatureNauts
9:30-10:30 am

29                  30                   31

Hike for Health 
10:30 am

Little Wonders
2 yr olds
9:30-10:30 am
3 yr olds 
11 am-noon

Volunteer 
Recognition 
Brunch
Noon-3 pm

Wehr Astronomical 
Society
“Planning for the 2017 
Solar Eclipse”
Michael Bakich, 
Senior Editor 
Astronomy Magazine
7 pm 

Camera Club 
9-11 am

Flavors of Fall 
Fundraiser
5-7:30 pm

Hike for Health
10:30 am
Wisconsin Metro 
Audubon Society
“Tales of a Vagabond 
Naturalist”
Ken Keffer, 
Naturalist & Author
7 pm

Whitetails 101
2:30-4:30 pm

Little Wonders
2 yr olds 
9:30-10:30 am
3 yr olds 
11 am-Noon

Wehr Nature 
Center

Closes at Noon

Happy Thanksgiving
Wehr Nature Center 

is Closed

Wehr Nature 
Center 

is Closed

Snowflake Sale 
Begins
8:30 am- 4 pm

Hike for Health 
10:30 am



	 Sunday	 Monday	 Tuesday	 Wednesday	 Thursday	 Friday	 Saturday

DECEMBER
  1                    2                    3                    4                     5    

  6                     7                     8                    9                   10                  11                   12

 13                  14                   15                   16                  17                   18                  19 

 20                   21                  22                  23                  24                   25                  26

 27                  28                   29                  30                   31       January 1        

For more information 
call 414-425-8550
All programs & events 
subject to change.
Parking fees may apply.

Dotty’s Crafters
1-3 pm

NatureNauts
1-2 pm

NatureNauts
9:30-10:30 am

Camera Club
 9-11 am
Wild Ones
1:30-3:30 pm
Owl Prowl 
for Families
6:30-8:30 pm

Little Wonders
2 yr olds
9:30-10:30 am
3 yr olds 
11 am-noon

Homemade Holidays
11 am-3 pm

 

Paint and Pour
6-8 pm

Owl Prowl 
for Adults
7-9 pm

Little Wonders
2 yr olds
9:30-10:30 am
3 yr olds 
11 am-noon

Christmas 
Bird Count
9 am -4 pm

Winter Walk at Wehr
1-2:30 pm

Wehr Open 
Noon – 4 pm

Wehr Open 
Noon – 4 pm

Wehr Open 
Noon – 4 pm

Wehr Open 
Noon – 4 pm

Wehr Open 
Noon – 4 pm

Happy New Year
Wehr is Closed

  Merry Christmas!
                Wehr is Closed



Nature Discovery For Children

Pre-registration is required for all children’s programs     Deadline is the Friday before the program date
Fees: $10 per child      $7 Milwaukee County Residents      $5 Friends of Wehr Members

Little Wonders
A program for 2 and 3 year olds to share with their favorite adult
9:30-10:30 am for Two Year Olds   11 am- Noon for Three Year Olds

Falling Leaves  Monday, October 5
Celebrate the beauty of autumn with your toddler as we learn about trees. We will 
read Fall Leaves Fall by Zoe Hall and learn about colorful leaves. Children will create
leaf art, go for a leaf collecting walk, and enjoy an autumn snack. 

Turkey Trot  Mondays, November 9 & 23 
Tots will do the turkey trot as they learn all about these 
beautiful birds. We will read I’m a Turkey by Jim Arnosky
and discover all about the lives of wild turkeys. 
We will walk, talk and eat like wild turkeys too! 
Tots will make a terrific turkey craft to share at the 
Thanksgiving table.

Bear Hunt  Mondays, December 7 & 21
Grab your teddy bear and join us for a 
bear hunt. We will learn about what wild 
bears do to get ready for winter and 
then take our teddies on an adventure. 
A snack fit for a bear awaits tots at the 
end of their journey. 

NatureNauts
A series of fun-filled programs for children 4-6 years old 
and their favorite adult
1-2 pm for Sunday Classes  9:30-10:30 am for Monday Classes

Whoooo’s There?  
Sunday, October 25 and Monday, October 26
Does a Screech Owl actually “Screech”?  How smart is “wise old 
Owl”?  All little night owls are invited to swoop down to learn 
those answers and more. Kids will have a real “hoot” as they make a craft owl and go in search of owl homes.

Clever Coyotes  
                    Sunday, November 15 & Monday, November 16
                             All little pups and their parents are invited to this howling
                                good time. Discover that Coyotes are shy, but an 
                               important part of the local environment. NatureNauts will
                                make and take home a Coyote footprint.

Star Stories  
Sunday, December 13 & Monday, December 14
       How did the stars get their names? Join us to 

discover some of those stories passed down through 
time. Everyone will “blast off” to the stars in Wehr’s 

portable planetarium called Starlab. Enjoy making your 
own craft constellations.

 

http://county.milwaukee.gov/KidsPrograms10338.htm
http://county.milwaukee.gov/KidsPrograms10338.htm
http://county.milwaukee.gov/KidsPrograms10338.htm


Nature Discovery for Adults

Hike for Health
Hike along with this group that walks Wehr’s 
trails together for camaraderie, exercise 
and fun. Meet in the Visitor Center. 
Every Wednesday in October & November
Does not meet in December  Time: 10:30 am              
No fee or registration required;
regular parking fee in effect 

White-Tails 101
Saturday, November 21, 2:30-4:30 pm
Whitnall Park is famous for its herd of “friendly” White-tailed Deer. 
Join deer biologist and Wehr naturalist Bev Bryant to learn more 
about these magnificent creatures. We will explore the basics of 
deer biology and behavior and learn how to interpret their many 
forms of communication. After an indoor presentation we will 
head out to some popular deer haunts to observe deer. 
Fees: $10 per person  $7 for Milwaukee County Residents
$5 for Friends of Wehr Members 
Registration is required by Friday, November 20

Christmas Bird Count 
Saturday, December 19, 9 am-4 pm
Come and meet up with some of the most 
talented and persistent birders in the area 
to count birds for the longest running 
bird count ever. Beginner and veteran 
birdwatchers are welcome!  Join us for a 
potluck chili lunch- we supply the chili and 
you can bring a side or dessert. 
Free, but preregister by Dec. 18. 

Paint and Pour Workshop
Saturday, December 5, 6-8 pm
What do you get when you combine 
paint, canvas, wine and laughter? A 
work of art, all your own! Be inspired by 
Wehr’s own resident artist to create one-
of-a-kind gifts or something special for 
yourself. No experience required, only 
imagination and fun! We supply all the 
materials, plenty of wine and refresh-
ments. Come with an open mind and 
leave with your own hangable acrylic art!

Fees: $25 per person; $20 for Friends of Wehr Members
Fee includes all materials as well as light snacks and beverages             
Reservations guarantee a seat. Walk-ins are welcome as space allows.

Owl Prowl for Adults
Friday, December 11, 7-9 pm
Join a naturalist for an evening out with the owls. An 
interactive program will highlight the habits and 
adaptations of our nocturnal neighbors. Then we will 
walk the woodlands of Wehr listening and looking for 
Great Horned and Eastern Screech Owls. 
Fee: $10 per person, $7 for Milwaukee County Resident, 
$5 for Friends of Wehr Members
Registration is required by Wednesday December 9

Photo-Katy Vosburg

http://www.friendsofwehr.org/white-tails-101/
http://www.friendsofwehr.org/?s=OWL+PROWLS
http://www.friendsofwehr.org/?s=OWL+PROWLS
http://www.friendsofwehr.org/diy-workshops/
http://www.friendsofwehr.org/diy-workshops/
http://www.friendsofwehr.org/winter-events/christmas-bird-count/
http://www.friendsofwehr.org/winter-events/christmas-bird-count/
http://www.friendsofwehr.org/?s=hike+for+health
http://www.friendsofwehr.org/?s=hike+for+health
http://county.milwaukee.gov/Adults10339.htm 


N

Nature Discovery for Families

Nighttime Sky Viewing 
Saturday, October 10, 7-10 pm
Join members of the Wehr 
Astronomical Society for sky 
viewing at Wehr Nature Center.
Look through a telescope and learn 
about the night sky with experts. 
Cloudy skies cancel event.
Location: Wehr Nature Center
No registration needed. 
Free and open to the public.

Halloween Haunts 
Thursday, Friday & Saturday 

October 15, 16 & 17
Hikes Start Between 6:30 and 8:30 pm
Join a Night Traveler for a haunting, humorous, and informative 
trek through the Enchanted Forest. Meet creepy characters 
along the Jack-o-lantern lit trail. Refreshments, fortune telling, 
games, and much more greet little ghosts when they return to 
the Gardner Room. 
Ticket Prices: $10/Per Person; $7/Milwaukee County Residents & 
Friends of Wehr Members   Tickets can be purchased in person or     
                                               over the phone with a credit card. 

 Advanced ticket purchases only 
 No tickets will be sold 
   at the door
  - Limit of 16 tickets per person
  - Tickets can be picked up at 
     Wehr or mailed for a $5 
     service fee
  - Tickets are non-refundable, 
     non-exchangeable and the 
     program runs rain or shine

Homemade Holiday Open House
Saturday, December 5, 11 am-3 pm
Bring your children to Wehr to create homemade gifts 
from natural, recyclable and reusable objects. Children 
can make and take three different projects for the 
admission fee (additional projects are $1.00). Stop by 
anytime during the Open House hours to make your 
works of art. 
Fee: $6 per child $5 for Friends of Wehr Members
         $1 for additional crafts
Registration is requested for groups; walk-ins are welcome

Family Owl Prowl
Saturday, December 12  6:30-8:30 pm
Join a naturalist for an evening out with 
the owls. An interactive program will 
highlight the habits and adaptations of 
our nocturnal neighbors. Then we will 
walk the woodlands of Wehr listening and 
looking for Great Horned and Eastern 
Screech Owls. 
Fee: $10 per person, 
$7 Milwaukee Co. Resident, 
$5 for Friends of Wehr Members
Recommended for adults and 
children ages 6 and older

Winter Walk at Wehr
Sunday, December 27, 1-2:30 pm
Join us for a Winter Wonderland Walk. Discover how plants and wildlife thrive in our harsh 
northern climate. After our walk, warm up by our roaring fireplace while being treated to 
a steaming mug of hot chocolate.
Fee: $10 per person, $7 Milwaukee County Resident, $5 for Friends of Wehr Members
Recommended for adults and children ages 6 and older Registration Required by December 23

               Sunday, October 4, 11:30 am-4:30 pm
Cider Sunday is THE place to kick off the fall season. This 
popular event features cider press demonstrations, FREE 
cider tasting, live music, crafts for kids, guided nature walks 
and lots of yummy food. Apples from Patterson’s Orchard 
will be for sale. All proceeds benefit the Friends of Wehr 
and assist the needs of Wehr Nature Center. 
$3 per person (ages 2 & under Free)   
Free for Friends of Wehr Members

http://www.friendsofwehr.org/winter-events/homemade-holidays/
http://www.friendsofwehr.org/fall-events/cider-sunday/
http://www.friendsofwehr.org/fall-events/cider-sunday/
http://www.friendsofwehr.org/fall-events/halloween-haunts/
http://www.friendsofwehr.org/fall-events/halloween-haunts/
http://www.friendsofwehr.org/?s=OWL+PROWLS
http://www.friendsofwehr.org/?s=OWL+PROWLS
http://www.friendsofwehr.org/?s=OWL+PROWLS
http://county.milwaukee.gov/SpecialEventsatWehrN10347.htm?docid=10347


Community Organizations

Wehr is fortunate to host several organizations who share their passion and knowledge about the natural world 
with the public. For more information about these organizations and details about their programs, please visit 
their web-sites or call Wehr (414) 425-8550. 

Wehr Camera Club is dedicated to sharing a passion for photography and nature. Visit www.wnccameraclub.com
 for program information. Public programs are held the 2nd Saturday of the each month, Sept. to June, from 9-11am.

Wisconsin Metro Audubon Society  is a chapter of the National Audubon Society that encourages 
environmental stewardship through education and conservation. Public programs are held the third Wednesday of each month 
from 7-9 pm, September to May. Visit www.wimetroaudubon.org for program information. 

Wild Ones, Natural Landscapers Inc.  supports the preservation, restoration and establishment of native 
plant communities by promoting the use of native plants in landscaping. Meetings are held at WNC from 1:30-3:30 pm the 
second Saturday of each month from September to April. Please call 414 299-9888 ext 2 for program information. 

Wehr Astronomical Society  is a group of amateur astronomers that promote the study of astronomy. 
Meetings are from 7-9 pm the 2nd Tuesday of Feb.-June and Sept.& Nov.; 1st Tuesday evening in October.
Visit www.facebook.com/WehrAstronomicalSociety for information.

Pat Fojut, Director of Nature in the Parks, Retires
   It’s with a touch of sadness blended with excitement that we say, not “Good Bye”, but “Wow, what are 
you going to do next?” to Pat Fojut, Wehr naturalist, Nature in the Parks Director, innovative co-worker, 
and cheerful friend as she retires after her 35 years of association with Wehr. Pat began as a volunteer 
in the ‘80s and was hired in 1986. She left in ’92, earned her Master’s degree, and returned to Wehr in 
1995, working for Nature in the Parks and eventually becoming its Director.
   Pat can recall the day her interest in nature was born. She and her father were hiking by the river in the 
“wild lands” around her parents’ new home in Oak Creek when they were fascinated by a bird on the bank 
making strange sounds. Back at home she learned they had seen an upland sandpiper and from then on, 
she was hooked, always exploring tracks and trails and doing what her mother called, “wild research”.
   We all know Pat as the “Insect Lady”, our go-to expert for insect identification and natural history. 
This passion also occurred as a pivotal moment for Pat when she signed up for a workshop at the UW 
Field Station in 1987. She and fellow nature lover, Barb Voelker, spent their days studying insects and 
their nights studying moths. “It was non-stop nature,” says Pat. And in 1988, Pat began the Butterfly 
Count program which is still continuing at Wehr. 
   But Pat’s heart belongs to the kids. She loves learning from the kids and says, “I like the way they think.” She is proud to have 
started the Kid Expeditions summer camp, annual library programs, Sharon Wilson Center for the Arts summer programs, and 
fundraising events like Walkabout at Wehr, and Kids in the Parks. Her fundraising efforts have helped in no small measure to bolster 
Wehr Nature Center and keep Nature in the Parks alive. Pat, always looking forward, believes we need to grow by finding more ways 
to combine nature with the arts. 
   Pat says her favorite parts of her job have been the variety, seasonal changes, program changes, and the Nature Center people 
who are like a family. “They show respect for each other no matter what.” In addition she says, “I have always found Wehr Nature 
Center to be a group of people who share purpose and problems so we really feel the community between staff, support staff, volun-

teer staff, and visitors. I am proud of the Wehr Nature Center for answering the 
question, “Why should we keep the Nature Center?” It is because we are a strong 
community connection for people of all ages and the Milwaukee County Parks.” 
   The first order of business in retirement for Pat and husband John (already 
retired), is travel. In 2016 they plan to visit the Mexican roosting areas for the 
Monarch butterfly and visit more Wisconsin nature trails. But their first road trip 
will be to Davis, California to meet the newest Fojut grandchild. Plans for more 
travel are in the works, including more nature trips to Central America.
   Pat says, “I have always found work and pleasure in nature exploring and I 
see no reason to stop now. I will be reinventing how I share nature with others, 
especially children, and keep on learning. I also look forward to continuing to 
help out at Wehr Nature Center but will take my time figuring this out. No rush.”

-Karen Kerans

www.wnccameraclub.com
http://www.wimetroaudubon.org
www.facebook.com/WehrAstronomicalSociety
http://county.milwaukee.gov/AffiliatedOrganizati11365.htm
http://county.milwaukee.gov/AffiliatedOrganizati11365.htm
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Turkey Tidbits
Be the turkey expert at your Thanksgiving feast! 
Share some of this turkey trivia at the dinner table and 
remember to give thanks for the Wild Turkeys. 

Did you know…
-Wild Turkeys were extirpated from Wisconsin due to 
logging of oak forests and over hunting. The last turkey 
sighting was in 1881.
-The Department of Natural Resources released 29 wild 
turkeys from Missouri into Vernon County in 1976. The 
population grew and expanded and now wild turkeys are 
found in almost every county in Wisconsin.
-Male turkeys have beards on their breast made of a bris-
tly mass of feathers 
-Turkeys can run 25 mph and can soar up to 55 mph in 
short bursts of flight!
-Wild Turkeys repopulated Whitnall Park about five years ago, probably from populations in Waukesha County. 
It is now common to see flocks around the park

Turkey Talk
Turkeys have inspired some pretty unusual vocabulary. 
Try using these words in your next game of Scrabble! 

•Wattle - the fleshy growth that hangs underneath the chin

•Snood - the fleshy thing above and resting across a turkey’s bill

•Caruncle - the warty looking growths on a male turkey’s neck

•Poult - a baby turkey

•Gobbler - an adult male turkey

•Jake - an immature male turkey

•Jenny - an immature female turkey



Contributions of any amount 
will be appreciated for 

•Five Potato Refuse Pitchforks
•Olympus Voice/Sound Recorder
•Anabat Walkabout Bat Detector

If you are interested in donating any of 
these items, or would like to 
contribute money towards their 
purchase, please contact Carol at 
(414) 425-8550. Your contributions are tax deductible when made to the 
Friends of Wehr. 

Wish List

Membership Application: This is an annual membership from January - December
Mail to: Friends of Wehr   9701 College Ave. Franklin, WI 53132     Make checks payable to Friends of Wehr or renew online at www.friendsofwehr.org

MEMBERSHIP TYPE
                                   Individual        Family
Regular  $25    o      $35   o
Senior (65) $20    o      $30   o
Supporting $100 o      $100 o
Volunteer (50 hrs) $20    o      $30   o       

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY-STATE-ZIP

PHONE (               )                                                   EMAIL

Payment Method  o Cash    o Check#                                                      (payable to Friends of Wehr)  Additional Donation $

o  Charge (Visa  MC  Discover  AE) #                                                                                               Expires                               Security Code                               

Signature                                               Staff Initials                    Date Received

LOOK FOR 
US ON 

FACEBOOK

At Wehr Nature Center
9701 W. College Ave.

Franklin, WI 53132  In Whitnall Park
Open Daily 8-4:30
(Check for holiday hours)

   http://www.friendsofwehr.org

FOLLOW
US ON 

TWITTER

Learn more about activities and events 
throughout the Milwaukee County Parks

Upcoming In 2016
NEW! Naturally Wehr
A series of Creative Reuse 
and DIY programs
January 26, February 2 and 18

Owl Prowls for Adults
January 15,7-9 pm
January 16, 3:30-5:30 pm & 7-9 pm

Owl Prowl for Scout Groups
January 23, 4-6 pm

Owl Prowls for Families
January 30, 3:30-5:30 & 6:30-8:30 pm

http://www.friendsofwehr.org
https://www.facebook.com/wehrnaturecenter
https://www.facebook.com/wehrnaturecenter
https://www.facebook.com/wehrnaturecenter
 http://www.friendsofwehr.org
https://twitter.com/wehrnature
https://twitter.com/wehrnature
https://twitter.com/wehrnature
http://county.milwaukee.gov/Parks
http://county.milwaukee.gov/Parks
http://www.friendsofwehr.org/?s=OWL+PROWLS
http://www.friendsofwehr.org/?s=OWL+PROWLS


Print this page and then cut out the coupon below. 
Round up your family and friends, have a great meal at Culver’s and help Wehr Nature Center!


